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tenance ; and he tells with approbation of the improvements effected 
through the trade unions and by means of factory legislation. The 
deepest interest to Mr. Wedgwood himself is undoubtedly in the per- 
sonal and family histories which are embodied in the volume. All the 
men whose names are connected with the English pottery industry since 
1650 are mentioned and their family relationships traced out, and it 
is an indication of how this aspect of the pottery industry appeals to 
Mr. Wedgwood that the only index to the volume is an index of the 
men whose names are thus mentioned. Mr. Wedgwood has used the 
works of William Burton and Professor Church in describing the pottery, 
but has added much material derived from the Tunstall Court Rolls 
and from the manuscripts of his great-great-grandfather, Josiah 
Wedgwood. 

Annie G. Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

English Life and Manners in the Later Middle Ages. By 
A. Abram. New York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1913. — xiv, 
352 pp. 

Miss Abram has already shown her mastery of this field in her book 
on Social England in the Fifteenth Century, reviewed some time ago — 
a study which supersedes everything else in its field. The present vol- 
ume differs from the earlier one in that it is designed more for the gen- 
eral reader. There are some quaintly picturesque illustrations, not a 
few from personal photographs ; and the general make-up of the book 
is suggestive of that deft handling which somehow seems to characterize 
English publishers as contrasted with our own. (The book is printed 
by Routledge.) But in addition to this outward appeal, one finds, 
tucked away at the back, over fifty pages of exact references and cita- 
tions, following the text page by page. These show the student at once 
what a careful scaffolding was erected before the book was built up with 
such a pleasing exterior. 

The scope of the book is about what one would expect from the title. 
The aristocracy, townsmen, church, business, family-life, houses, man- 
ners and customs, education, travel, aliens and unemployed — all receive 
due treatment. There is also a specially clear chapter upon the posi- 
tion of women, a matter which had attracted the author before. As 
Luchaire in France, so Miss Abram in England finds little in the Middle 
Ages to encourage a romanticist sentimentality. She gives a prosaic 
picture of details over which no silver lights of distance are allowed to 
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transform the scene. One is, as it were, reading in the evening paper 
of the doings of yesterday — and some of them are not to be repeated 
by descendants of Puritans. 

There seems little to criticize in such a work. There is perhaps a 
little risk in generalizing a " mediaeval man " from even so much data 
as the author has at her command. For instance (page 270), she asks 
«' a most difficult question — were they or were they not religious? " and 
comes to the conclusion that " they " gave little sign of it in their treat- 
ment of the clergy, but that they had a firm and chastening belief in 
Hell. Over against this is set the sense of humor " they " exhibit, ex- 
uberant, boisterous, and their attachment to the good things of this 
world. Now, is not all this a bootless inquiry? Some people were re- 
ligious, some were not. The question is one of much nicer psycholog- 
ical analysis than this, if it can ever be answered. Certainly the relig- 
iosity of the middle ages has been overdrawn, but then the whole con- 
ception of a middle age that includes such long and diverse epochs is 
one that needs recasting. Miss Abram is really describing the closing 
era of the mediaeval period. 

The book is cordially recommended. 

J. T. Shotweix. 

The Fall of Protection. By Bernard Holland. New York, 
Longmans, Green and Company, 19 13. — pp. xi, 372. 

The battle for tariff reform in Great Britain is shifting from economic 
to political ground. Mr. Holland's admirable book is a good example 
of the newer argument for protection and inter- imperial preference , an 
argument based on the history of the free-trade movement. 

While Mr. Holland devotes chief attention to the decade 1840-50, 
he gives a connected account of the whole movement for the overthrow 
of protection. After describing briefly the old national and colonial 
system , the work takes up successively the removal of manufacturing 
protection, the passage of the Bank Act of 1844, which is properly 
related to other parts of the new policy, the repeal of the Corn Laws, 
the wiping-out of the Navigation Acts, and the fall of the colonial 
system. The body of the book is given up to a study of the economic 
and political forces that brought about the commercial policy of liber- 
alism. Its real point is in the author's appraisal of the worth of that 
system under twentieth-century conditions. He regards it as wholly 
inadequate. 

Though the book is frankly an historical argument for an inter-im- 



